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Background and Objectives: With the growing application of Al
in education, its impact on historical literacy components has been
insufficiently studied. Previous research has mainly focused on
technical and motivational aspects. This study aims to investigate
the effect of Al on enhancing historical literacy of sixth-grade
students. Methods: A sequential exploratory mixed-methods
design was employed. In the quantitative phase, 40 male students
were selected through stratified random sampling and assessed
using a standard historical literacy questionnaire (10 items,
reliability = 0.86) in pre-test and post-test phases. Data were
analyzed using paired t-tests in SPSS. In the qualitative phase, 5
students were purposefully selected for semi-structured interviews,
which were coded using inductive content analysis in MAXQDA.
Findings: Quantitative findings showed that Al significantly
increased historical literacy scores (P < 0.01). Qualitative analysis
revealed three main themes: reductionist representation of history,
student agency and critique, and infrastructural challenges and
reliability concerns. Conclusion: Al does not inherently improve
the depth of historical literacy and requires teaching critical
thinking and information literacy skills. It is recommended that
teachers instruct students in source questioning and narrative
comparison. The main limitations are sample size and cross-
sectional data.
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